Often, the point is the TOPIC

P — P oln t SENTENCE.
e What is the point of this

paragraph?

¢ What claim is being made?

e What will this paragraph prove or
discuss?

This information is the evidence used to

I — I n fo r m at I O n Sup?ortggsvri)gimé point supported with

specific data, experiences, or
other factual material?

e What examples can you use to
support your point?

. The explanation is the writer’s
E — EX p I an at I O n ANALYSIS, elaboration, evaluation, or
interpretation of the point and
information given, connecting the
information with the point (topic
sentence) and the thesis.
e What does the provided
information mean?
e How does it relate to your overall
argument?

e Why is this information
important/significant/meaningful?

SHORT EXAMPLE OF P.I.LE. AT WORK

(your paragraphs, of course, will be longer and more detailed):

Ironically, rock climbing accidents can also be caused by user error. Of the many dangers
that rock climbers face, many can be prevented. Each year nearly one out of every three
accidents is preventable (Climbing 35). According to certified quide Jessie Guthrie, “many
people—even advanced climbers—qget hurt every year because of careless errors”

(304). Careless errors typically involve failure to check partner’s equipment and lack of basic
rescue skills. Because of user error and other avoidable mistakes, rock climbing can be
harmful.




